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GERALD WALL 


hen I was I kid Iwasa big Tarzan fan and read most of the books by 
Edgar Rice Burroughs. Later, I got into his John Carter of Mars sci-fi se- 
ries and loved the covers of the pulp fiction books illustrated by Frank 
Fazetta and others. These covers help jumpstart my interest in art. Those Sci-fiand 
fantasy books populrize the Fantasy illustration art genre and it has only grown. 
with the need for illustrations for Manga, fiction novels and film and gaming. 


In this issue we have an article on the genre of Fantasy art along side an artide on Frank 
Fazetta and his great illustrations. I believe that illustrators and commercial artist have 
just as importance in the field of art as fine artists. It takes a lot of talent to draw good 
comics, characters and book cover and illustrations. The explosion of digital devices, 
tablets and iPads have brought many people into fantasy art and more drawing and 
painting software are enabling many to turn their love for drawing into raising the bar of 
their skill level particularly through many YouTube instructional videos. 


Digital art is competing more and more with traditional art although one is more astetic 
and the other leans to commercial work. I don't believe traditional art will ever wane as 
traditional art will always speak to its viewers in a personal way. But the future of art is 
changing due to technology. Fantasy art unfortunately is changing the most. What 
started outas skilled artists painting and drawing fantasy realms and great characters, is 
now being swallowed up by AI art. Search fantasy art now and check out social media 
groups and you will see it is now overwhelmingly AI or at least the combination of AI 
and digital work. 


Fantasy and sci-fi book covers by great artists may one day be done in-house through 
Chat GPI and art-ificial generators. But for now, at least in this issue we can lookat the 


greatartissofthisgenreand appreciate both theartandtheartists of ¢/ gel 
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Please support 
The ARTS! 
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manner, is prohibited without 
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ABOUT 


The Art Gallery e-magazine is a monthly free digital 
publication. Its purpose is to showcase artists from 
around the world and their work. 


We are excited to gather both upcoming as well as 
seasoned artists from many states and countries to 
display their art in this publication. Each month we will 
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exhibit new artists and their works in this digital gallery 

to help promote their art and inspire other artists. We will also offer articles on tips, techniques and trends 
in the art world. This is a monthly downloadable 36-page PDF available free to subscribers. 

If you enjoy this publication share it with others. 


The great thing about 
an e-zine is you can 


to see greater detail. 
You will enjoy the art 
more when you see this 


(ctrl and + keys) Win 
(cmd and + keys) Apple 
Pinch out- touchscreen 


You can help support the Arts by subscribing 
now by hitting the button! 


pil Subscribe Now! 


The Art Gallery e-magazine is an interactive publication. 
This PDF is interactive. All URLs, including artists’ websites and social media 
links are clickable links. They will open up a browser and take you directly to the 
website. Likewise, all email links will open up your email program to send an email. 


I have also made the Table of Contents interactive. By clicking on an artist's 
name or image you can go directly to the artists page. \ 

Click on the header at the top of the page and you will 

return to the Contents page. 


Let us Hear from You! 
We would love to hear what you think of this 
publication, its contents, suggestions for 
articles, artist recommendations and any- 
thing you would like to share with us. Please 
address all comments to tageditor@mail.com 
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CLICK on the artist's name 
orthe IMAGE below to go 
to the ARTIST PAGE 


CLICK onthe Art Gallery headerto SE 
return to the Table of Contents. 
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Mishel Alekyan...........05. 


ea Marjolein Kruijt ............ 


Svetlana Lanse ............. 


Kenneth Cjay ......:::::::ssssssesseensseeees 28 i 
Nigeria Pastel and Charcoal 
Maria Varga-Hansen asr 


Arizona, USA Watercolor, Oil, Encaustic 


ART ARTICLES 


Fantasy Art..... AoE ta aa e 


Feature article 


Fank- Fåzetta -sei anien enna rnai 
The grandfather of fantasy art 


Demystifying Paint Brushes... 


Including Brush Chart 


Sealing Your PaintingS............s.::000 


This PDF is interactive. All URLs, including artists’ websites, 
emails and social media links are clickable links. They will open 
up a browser and take you directly to the website. 
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About the Cover 


Fantasy art has captured the 
imagination of people since early 
children’s books and sci-fi/fantasy 
pulp novels, to todays epic video 
games. Artists stepped out of the 
portrait mode and began developing 
mythical creatures and characters 
from Conan the Barbarian to Halo 
soldiers to the realm of The Witcher. 
Many artists also emerged from typ- 
ical landscapes to create futuristic 
worlds, enchanted realms and mys- 
tical places. A new genre has even 
emerged for many digital artist 7 
called Concept Art (or conceptual art) Where MANY of these world 
backgrounds are created for films. animationa, video games, comic 
books and even television. 

The cover this month is called “Genesis 2 - The Glory of the Eter- 
nal” by John Stephens. He often melds painting with digital work 
to create unique and beautiful work. Fantasy art stirs the imagina- 
tion and transports its viewers to unseen worlds with creative 
works of imagination. Check out our articles on Fantasy Art and 


the artist Frank Fazetta! Enjoy! W Gerald Walt 


2 Book Colouring 
book and Pocket 
book set of her 
Dreamtime Animal 
Series. 


36 beautiful glossy 
cards with gold- 
gilded edges of the 
Dreamtime Animal 
Series. 


28 colouring pages 
for children and 
adults from the 
Dreamtime Series. 


www.artbymirree.com.au 


hello@artbymirree.com.au 
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The Art Gallery is a free 
subscription e-magazine. 
All money comes from 
donations and ads. If you 
want to donate you can 
click on the button below. 


If you are an artist and 
would like to know how to 
have your art displayed in 
our magazine, click below: 


Artist 
Information 


If you are interested in 
advertising here in the Art 
Gallery e-magazine, we can 
send you a rate card. You 
can either send us the ad 
or we will design it for you 
for free. 


For more information 
click below: 


“It's an honour to have my work 
showcased alongside so many talented 
artists.Grab a free copy of the maga- 
zine, find a cosy spot, and indulge in 
the diverse and captivating world of art 
that fills its pages." -Tatiana 


"I just downloaded it and it's an ex- 
cellent set of artists' work beautifully 
edited. Cheers for your work!!" -Ange- 
les 


"Thank you so much, Gerald-san. I’m 
glad to see new issue of e-magazine 
with my works in it!" -Kohei Yoshi- 
hara 


"Tve been featured in the art gallery 
e-magazine! This is the coolest thing 
to me...seeing myself and my work on 
a 2-page spread. Subscribe to this mag- 
azine.” -Willow Barnes 


"It looks fantastic - thank you!" 
-John Stadler 


"Wishing you continued success!" 
-Wynn Yarrow 


"Perfect! You have a wonderful pub- 
lication. It really looks good you are a 
fast worker to get this magazine ready 
like this. Tithing it's a huge plus for the 
art community!" -Jennifer Goodhue 


"Thank you so much. It looks amaz- 
ing. I love it!"-Jan Yallop 


"Thank you so much for bringing 
cheer in my life. You are making me 
feel like a celebrity!" -Sumita Bose 


"Thank you for the opportunity." 
- Ismelda Garza 


"Looks great, thanks." -Robert 
Corsetti 


"Very beautiful design! Cool! Thank 
you!" -Valeriy Novikov 


“Looks awesome! Great layout! 
Thanks.”- K.Q. 


“Everything looks really great, thank 
you very much.I appreciate al all the 
work you have put into this.” -Mirree 
Bayliss 


“T want to thank you very much for 
publishing me in the august edition of 
the artgallery magazine. It looks great. 
I realy appreciate your work for that!” 
-Karina Slik 
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CALLING ALL ARTISTS 


Each month we try to focus on various artists and different 
kinds of art media from around the world. Our purpose is to 
help promote artists and their work in a digital gallery format! 
With this publication we are dedicated to supporting the art 
community. Being an artist myself, I understand the hardships 
and struggles an artist has to endure to not only work to create 
inspiring works of art but also marketing and selling that work. 
Although we do not sell art, we do try to promote artists so they 
might be seen and perhaps sales or commisions will follow. 


WE ARE OFFERING A 2-PAGE SPREAD 
TO SELECTED ARTISTS FOR FREE! 


You can showcase your work with a 2-page spread in the next 
issue of “The Art Gallery e-magazine”. You can take advan- 
tage of this opportunity by filling out a submission form that 
tells us about yourself and where we can view your work. If 
you are selected, you will be contacted and information will be 
sent on how you can upload your files and photos. If you know 
of any artists that may be interested, share this e-magazine 
with them and refer the link below. 


Artist Subm 


ion 


For more information, you can go to the website and see more 
about our digital magazine. 


https://theartgallerymag.com/ 


Surprisingly, the biggest drawback to many artist submis- 
sions is skepticism! Many think we are scamming them be- 
cause we ofer this for free. But we never ask for money or 
any private non-public information and we have a legiti- 
mant and tangible product. We do ask for donations but that 
is stricly optional. If you would like to donate to this work 
you can do so below. 


https://theartgallerymag.com/donation 
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WHAT IS FANTASY ART 

Fantasy and conceptual art are a 
i = genre of visual art 
that encompasses 
a wide range of 
imaginative and 
fantastical sub- 
jects, often draw- 
ing inspiration 
from mythology, 
legends, folklore, 
science fiction, 
and the realm of the supernatural. It 
is characterized by its emphasis on 
creating imaginative and other- 
worldly scenes, characters, crea- 
tures, and landscapes that exist be- 
yond the boundaries of reality. 


THE EARLY DAYS OF FANTASY 

Fantasy Art, 
originally, was 
used to illustrate 
literature such as 
Children’s stories 
such as Alice in 
Wonderland, fairy $ 
tales, medieval 
stories, Gothic 
novels and sci-fi. - 
It explores fantasies, dreams, fiction, 
and visions, as well as Goth art. 
Artists not only would illustrate 
these stories in magazines but later 
in the 1900s created poignant art 


mnre Covers for pulp 
° a 
< 


magazines and pa- 
perback books. 
Science fiction 

in the 50’s popu- 
lated the pulp fic- 
tion craze with 
magazines like 
“Amazing Sto- 
ries” “Galaxy 
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psa Science Fic- 
ic) or”, 4s- 
\) N! tounding 
Magazine’, 
“Worlds of 
If”, “Future 
E Science Fic- 
tion”, “Fan- 
tastic Stories” 
and more. 
Great Sci-fi 
writers like 
Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury, 
Robert Heinlein and Frank Her- 
bert published droves of novels 
and short stories that 
sought out great 
artists to design the 
covers of their publi- 
cations. Edgar Rice 
Burroughs Tarzan 
and John Carter of 
Mars series became 
almost as popular for 
its book covers as its 
contents. 

This unique art 
style was rarely 
taught in art schools 
and was initially 
started through com- 
mercial art and the need for covers 
for science fiction, horror, ro- 


mance and fantasy books that ex- 
ploded on the market in the mid- 
1900s. 
FANTASY ARTISTS UNIQUE SKILLS 
These were unique artists who had 
great drawing and painting skills but 
instead of traditional landscapes and 
portraits, would conjure up fantasti- 
cal worlds with epic heroes, villains 
and mythical creatures by blending 
reality with boundless imagination. 
The artistry lies in the ability to 
evoke a sense of wonder, transport- 
ing viewers beyond the confines of 
everyday existence. 
Artists had to not only 
draw and paint well 
but had to convey ele- 
| ments of symbolism 
and storytelling. The 
artworks invite view- 
ers to embark on 
imaginative journeys 
and promote visual 
escapism from the 
mundane to the magi- 
cal. 
= Fantasy art has had a 
4 profound impact on 
Sai popular culture. Art- 
works and concepts from the Fan- 
tasy Art movement have shaped the 
aesthetics and narratives of fantasy 


literature, serving as inspiration for 
writers and storytellers. Addition- 
ally, Fantasy Art has been instru- 


mental in shaping the visual land- 
scapes of films, video games, and 
role-playing games, creating immer- 
sive worlds that have captured the 
imagination of millions. 


COMIC BOOK AND NOVEL COVERS 

Comic books and graphic novels 
fit well into this genre with strong 
archetypes of both protagonists and 
antagonists, superheroes and vil- 
lains. Well drawn art and covers 
must incorporate character develop- 
ment and background skill and yet 
must portray movement and action. 

y Fantasy art 

can be sur- 
real and stag- 
nate or fluid 
and dy- 
namic. 

Fantasy 
movies like 
the Lord of 
the Rings 
and Harry 
Potter have 
sparked a 
firestorm of reading for a new gen- 
eration and creating a need for great 
cover artists. With today’s digital 
tools, a whole new world has 
opened up for Manga artists, charac- 
ter and creature artists as well as 
background conceptual artists. Sci- 
ence Fiction has also spurned a slew 
of great painters and illustrators to 
paint fantasy worlds. 
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TEC 


OLOGY AND FANTASY ART. 

Originally, fantasy art was hand 
drawn and painted in oil and later 
acrylic, but the advent of digital 
tablets like Waccom, Hurion and XP 
Pen enabled artist to quickly sketch 
out and colorize scenes and charac- 
ters without the need for painting, 
drying and then photographing their 
works. Digital copies could be sent 
from the computers and as tools 
such as digital brushes, pressure 
sensitivity and higher resolution im- 
proved, the quality of the work ex- 
celled. YouTube videos began to 
abound, especially during the pan- 
demic of conceptual artists giving 
tutorials on creating exciting fantasy 
art. Book cover artists now offered 
publishers an array of skilled artists 
in the field. 

Soon, the Apple iPad and Micro- 
soft Surface Pro would release 
touchscreen tablets with digital 
drawing and painting software like 
Procreate, Sketchable, Gimp, 
Leonardo, Adobe Fresco, Infinite 
Painter and much more. Now Fan- 
tasy artists could create even more 
fantastic and realistic worlds. The 
tools for creativity expanded the 
world of fantasy and conceptual art. 


On 


Al ART 

Unfortunately, like most of the 
art world, AI is now diminishing 
the artists influence by infusing 
Artificial Intelligent art into the 
market and supplanting human 
skill with computer renderings 
even in the realm of conceptual, 
sci-fi and Fantasy Art. Conve- 
nience however and shortcuts will 
never replace the creative mind 
and skills of the true artist. 


TODAY AND TOMORROW 
Whether utilizing paint 
on canvass or digital tools, 
beautiful worlds, magical 
realms, the other worldly 

and fantastic places will 
be inhabited by the imagi- 
nations of artist’s crea- 
tures, characters, inhabi- 
tants, and dwellers of the 
mythical and magical. 
Concept artist will still be 
the world builders of film, 
animation and video 
games to come and as 
generations past were 
drawn into the world of 
fairies, dragons and un- 
heard-of planets, future 
generations will see and 
appreciate art both old and 
new worlds to come. $ 
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FRANK FRAZETTA was a 
renowned American fantasy and sci- 
ence fiction artist known for comic 
books, paperback book covers, paint- 
ings, posters, LP record album cov- 
ers, and other media. He is often re- 
ferred to as the "Godfather of fantasy 
art" He was born on February 9, 
1928, in Brooklyn, New York, and 
passed away on May 10, 2010, in 
Florida. 

He is best known for his exceptional 
work in the fields of illustration and 
painting, particularly in the realms of 
sword and sorcery, fantasy, and 
comic book art. Frazetta's iconic art- 
work has left an indelible mark on 
popular culture, influencing count- 
less artists and inspiring generations 
of fans. 
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FAZETTA 


Early Life: 

Frank Frazetta displayed an early 
talent for art and began drawing at a 
young age. He was inspired by adven- 
ture stories, comics, and classic 
painters. 


Career in Comics: 
Frazetta started his professional ca- 
reer in the comic book industry dur- 
ing the 1940s, working on titles like 
“Tally-Ho Comics" and "Famous Fun- 
nies." He gained recognition for his 

dynamic and dramatic style. 


Book and Magazine 
Illustration: 

In the 1960s, Frazetta transitioned 
into illustration work for paperback 
book covers, magazines, and other 
publications. His work graced the 
covers of many famous books, includ- 
ing those by Edgar Rice Burroughs, 
Robert E. Howard, and Fritz Leiber. 


Contribution to Fantasy Art: 

Frank Frazetta's fantasy art is char- 
acterized by muscular heroes, beauti- 
ful heroines, menacing monsters, and 
intricate, highly detailed landscapes. 
His work became iconic in the fantasy 
genre and set new standards for the 
depiction of fantastical worlds. 

Frazetta's artwork for the covers of 

¥ 


on 


ev ae DA Fee 


Lancer Books' "Conan the Barbarian" 
series is among his most famous and 
enduring contributions to the world of 
fantasy. He also was famous for his 
Princess of Mars covers. These illus- 
trations helped define the look of the 
the Fantasy genre. 


Museum and Legacy: 

The Frazetta Museum, located in 
East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, 
showcases a vast collection of his 
original artwork. His work has influ- 
enced many artists, and he remains 
a beloved figure in the world of fan- 
tasy and science fiction art. 


Personal Life: 

Frank Frazetta was married to El- 
lie Frazetta, and their daughter, 
Heidi Frazetta, also became in- 
volved in the arts. The Frazetta 
family worked together to manage 
and preserve Frank's artistic 
legacy. 


Frank Frazetta's remarkable artis- 
tic career spanned several 
decades, and his work continues 
to captivate and inspire audiences 
worldwide. His contributions to 
the world of fantasy art have made 
him a legendary figure, and his 
creations remain iconic in the 
realms of science fiction and fan- 
tasy literature and popular culture. 
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The Godfather 
of Fantasy Art! 
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“Warrior with Ball and 
Chain” 
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Mirree 
Bayliss 


Acrylic on Canvas 


Contact information 


WEBSITES 
https://www.artbymirree.com. 
au 


https://www.artworksbymirree. 
com/ 
LINKEDIN 
https://www.linkedin.com/in, 


dreamsofcreationaustralia/ 


TWITTER (X) 
https://twitter.com, 
artbymirree 
FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com 
artbymirree/ 
INSTAGRAM 
https://www.instagram.com 
art_by_mirree/ 
YOUTUBE 
https://www.youtube.com 
@artbymirree 
PINTEREST 
https://www.pinterest.com.au, 


artbymirree/ 


12 / November 2023 


Australia 


f z 5 j l ha Gs | 
Se RX " [ eae ee 
ò “Crocodile Dragonfly. y Dusty Plains ” - 
rylic 


= 


LAY 
BFL 


In the realm of contemporary art, Mir- 
ree's work stands out as a truemaster- 
piece. Her 
artistic style is 
truly unique, 
combining 
various tech- 
niques and 
mediums to 
create capti- 
vating pieces 
that leave a 
lasting impact 
onviewers. Mirree has a remarkable abil- 

A ity to evoke deep emotions through her- 
k © ‘ A art, making her highly sought-after by 
both art collectors and enthusiasts. 
One of the remarkable aspects of Mirree's artwork is her masterful 
use of color. With up to 40 different colors in each piece, she creates 
a mesmerizing depth and vibrancy that brings her subjects to life. 
Whether it's a serene landscape or a vibrant abstract composition, the i 
colors in Mirree's artwork elicit a range of emotions and captivate the ý Re N , 7 7 \ |3 i 
viewer's attention. - la ei 
Mirree's skill and passion for capturing the essence of nature are Australian Piero o Dreaming 
evident inevery brushstroke. Her attention to detail and meticulous 
technique result in artworks that truly reflect the beauty and intricacy 
of the natural world. Whether it's the delicate petals of a flower or the 
majestic movement ofwildlife, 
“Meeting of the birds ~- Acrylic Mirree's art transports viewers 
i es | to the heart of nature's wonders. 
i For art collectors looking to 
add a touch of sophistication to 
their collection, Mirree's art- 
work is the perfect choice. 
Each piece not only brings joy 
and beauty to the beholder but 
also serves as a reminder of the 
importance of cherishing the 
simple pleasures in life. Hl 


AA 


“White Rhino ” - Acrylic “Quokka” - Acrylic “Powerful Owl” - Acrylic 
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\——Bozhena Fuchs 


Bozhena Fuchs, a full-time artist currently residing in Prague, Czech Repub- 
lic, possesses a unique artistic journey. Her connection with art started during 
her childhood, where her early paintings and drawings served as expressions of 
her exploration of the outside world and her imagination. Over the years, she 
has transformed her childhood hobby into a way of life, firmly believing that 
being an artist is more than just work; it's a lifestyle. 

While Bozhena's artistic journey has taken many twists and turns, it's her 
passion for seascapes and cityscapes that defines her creativity. These two 
genres of painting are more than mere subjects; they are windows to her soul, 
reflecting her deep connection 
to the world around her. 

For Bozhena, a seascape is 
not just a landscape; it's a vis- 
ual representation of life's 
journey. In her art, the ships 
serve as symbols of human 
willpower and spirit, bravely 
facing storms and triumphing 
over adversity. They repre- 
sent the enduring human 
spirit that perseveres through 
life's challenges. 

Her brushwork is bold and confident, her strokes graceful, and her color pal- 
ette is a harmonious symphony. With each piece she skillfully plays with light 
and shadow, capturing the essence of a specific moment in time. The result is 
nothing short of breathtaking — a vibrant burst of energy and life that resonates 
in the hearts of those who view her work. Bozhena's art pulsates with vitality, 
mirroring the rhythm of the city and the ever-changing moods of the sea. 

Bozhena's expertise with a palette knife and her ability to manipulate oil 
paint textures add depth and intrigue to her pieces. With each brushstroke, 
she breathes life into her art, allowing her audience to feel the texture and be- 
come part of the scene. "I want viewers to experience the same energy and 
emotion that inspires me," she says. 

Bozhena Fuchs, the artist whose journey has evolved from childhood 
passion to a lifestyle of creative expression, invites us to see the world 
through her eyes. Her art speaks to the heart, not just to the eye, and it in- 
spires us to explore the beauty of our world from a unique perspective. 

In her studio in the heart of Prague, Bozhena continues to create, in- 
spire, and captivate. Her work is a testament to the endless wellspring 
of creativity, serving as a source of inspiration for all who appreciate 
the transformative power of art. Jj 
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Oil on Canvas 


“Red Sunset” - 


Oil on Canvas 


On ZOOM IN to enlarge! 
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“Now or Never” - Oil on Canvas 


“Adriatic Landscape” - Oil on Canvas 


“The Waking City” - Oil on Canvas 


“Calm Reverie of the “Admiral” - Oil on Canvas 


Boats” - Oil on Canvas cel 


“Sunrise over the City” 
- Oil on Canvas 


l Vibes” 
-Oil on ves 


“Conquering the Elements” 
- Oil on Canvas 
“Nighttime Wanderings” 
- Oil on Canvas 


“Through the Sunny Haze” “Pulsatir hts of the Gi “Walking through a Dream” “St Resolve” 
- Oil on Canvas City” a on Canvas ated "Bil EnS - Oil on Canvas 
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My name is Emad Sobhy 
I was born in Egypt . I've 
been drawing since I was a 
child, I draw always and 
everywhere, I love drawing 
with all kinds of colors, 
such as oil colors acrylics, 
and soft pastels ..I inher- 
ited art from my grandfa- 
ther. I studied cinematic decoration at the Academy of Arts at 
the High Cinema Institute I worked as a cinema decorator art- 
director . I have designed many decorations in many films and 
series. In addition to that, I am a visual artist. I love drawing 
portraits, nature, and Christian icons. One of my hobbies that I 
love is sculpture. I have many works of art in several Egyptian 

Facebook churches. I also designed decorations for some documentaries 
k about Egyptian artists such as the actor Naguib Al-Rihani and 
https://www.facebook.com, P 
rotileiin? the writer Osama Anwar Okasha. I also love photography, but 
CEA TE AAAS fine art and painting is my first and last love. I 
=ZbWK 


“Abona angelos ” - oil on canvas “First kiss” - oil on wood “Jesus Christ ” - oil on canvas 


“St John Baptist “- 


“Jesus Praying” - oil on canvas 
oil on canvas 


Jesus Gul oil on “Her Eyes” - oil on wood 


Instagram 


https://instagram.com 
emadsobhyabdelmaseh? 
igshid=YTQwZjQONml00A: 
Email 


emad_rodin@yahoo.com 


Phone 
Tel/ +201270062111 


“Jesus i Ir GA 

the King” - 7A 

oil on canvas “Eyes” - oil on wood “St. Mary” - oil on “Beautiful” - oil on canvas “Cute Dog” - soft pastel 
canvas on paper 
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Jerry Wall has designed a set 
of unique Christmas cards 
based upon his acrylic and 
digital paintings. Share this 

fine art with friends and 
family this Christmas! 
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CHRISTMING 


A I 
J 
1S rignt around Me COMICI 
December is the biggest selling time of 
the year! This is the best time to 
promote your art and products! 
If you are an artist, 
to be showcased In our next issue! 


For More Information: e] 


If you have an 
you can 


10 ss 


54X8% 
6X9 


| CLICK’HERETO'ORDER™ | including 


‘Shipping 
Christian Themed with Seriptures Inside! 
NOW IS THE TIME TO STOCK UP AND 


PREPARE YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS 
TO SEND TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 
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Demystifying Paint Brushes 


Understanding brushes can be confusing. There are different types for 
different mediums; different sizes, styles, materials and different purposes. 
So lets dive in and demystify brushes by simplifying them. 

Two Kinds of Brush Ferrules 


There are two kinds of brushes based upon the ferrule (See cart on 
right). Round crimped and flat crimped. The ferrule holds the bristles 
in place as well as crimping them to the handle. 


Two Kinds of Bristles Natural and Synthetic. 

Natural Bristles come from animal hair, such as squirrel, goat ox, hog, 
and sable. They are more absorbent, smoother strong and hold their 
shape. They are more expensive but last longer. 

Synthetic Bristles- They are man-made filaments like polyester, nylon, 
taklon and synthetic sable and though they are lest absorbent, they snap 
back easily and leave fewer brush strokes. They may not last as long, but 
they are a reasonable option and are less expensive. 


Handles and Sizes 


Long handles brushes are good for painting upright or on an easel or 
painting further away from the canvas. Short handle brushes are better 
for working closeup or when the surface is laying flat or at a slight angle. 
Large brushes are naturally better for large works or large areas and 
small brushes better for small areas or detail work. 


Brushes for different medium 


It must be said that just about any brush can be used for nearly every 
medium but certain brushes are best used for specific medium. Most 
mediums can use both natural and synthetic brushes but more below: 

Oil Painting 

Make sure that you are buying brushes meant for oil-based paints be- 
cause even though you can use acrylic and watercolor-designed paints 
with oil-designed brushes, you could damage them. Bristle brushes are 
great for applying heavy layers of paint and creating texture. Ox hair and 
hog bristle brush usually have stiff bristles packed tightly in the brush 
and can be used for watercolor or oil paints but should not be used 
with acrylic paints. Most natural hair Filbert or flat brushes are made 
with these hairs. Natural nowever or preferable than synthetic. 


Acrylic Painting 

Synthetic brushes are probably best suited for acrylics, They can with- 
stand constant moisture and cleaning from the acrylics. The are great for 
blending and creating smooth strokes and inexpensive to replace. 

Natural brushes are good if you want to add texture. Course hair like 
goat are good for acrylic. Course hair hog brushes are great for washes 
or backgrounds. Mop Brushes are great for blending in oil and acrylic. 


Watercolors 


Soft bristle brushes are great for watercolor. The highest quality natu- 
ral brushes for watercolor are Kolinsky Sable brushes. They have fine 
hairs and hold water perfectly but shouldnt be used with acrylic paints. 

Stiff bristle brushes like Ox an Hog however can be used for water- 
color to do drybrushing and creat texture. 

Wash and Hake brushes are great to lay water upon the paper or to 
lay large washes of color. 


Other options: 


Foam Brushes — It must be mentioned that foam brushes do not use 
bristles but are a solid piece of foam and can spread paint evenly on large 
surfaces and are good for stenciling. 

Palette Knifes - A palette knife is a tool that can be either flexible metal 
or plastic. It is used to create unique, thick textures with acrylic paint. Pal- 
ette kni can also be used to mix colors on your palette. You can get pal- 
ette knives in a variety of sizes and shapes. [ij 


head ferrule 


Brushes 


Bright 
Brushes 


Wash 
Brushes 


Filbert 
Brushes 


Cat’s 
Tonge 


Angled 
Brushes 


Dagger 
Brushes 


Hake 
Brushes 


Fan 
Brushes 


Stencil 
Brushes 


Rake 
Brushes 


Wisk 
Brushes 


Toothbrush 
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Armenia - 


D kachel 


le k y At s Oil Paintng 


“Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas 
I was born in Armenia, 

in the city Vanadzor on July 

6,1990. T lived in Germany 

from 1993 to 1998. In 2007 

I graduated art school and in 

2015 I graduated from the 

Vanadzor State University. I Facebook 

am now maried and have https://www.facebook.com, 

two children, boy and a girl. mishshtein?mibextid=ZbWKwL 
I still live in Vanadzor 

where I amdoing my Art in Email 

professionaly I have been 

painting now in oil for mishshtein@gmail.com 

about 5 years. Before that I was playing bass guitar in 

metal group.My paintings are in private collections and 

galeries in many countries in the world. E 


“Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Autumn House” - Oil on canvas 


“Traveler” - Oil on canvas “untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “Untitled” - Oil on canvas “October” - Oil on canvas 
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Kristina 


I was born in Banja Luka in 1985. I am 
independent painter from Croatia who 
started drawing on my own since child- 
hood. I have had a love for drawing 
thanks to my sister, my dad, and most of 
all my partner, who has been my support 
all this time. Over the years, I have 
learned different techniques. I finished el- 
6 ementary, high school and college in Za- 
Acrylic and greb. At the university, I participated in 
an art exhibition with a couple of my 
Pastel works. Today, I use different techniques 
from decoupage, acrylic, pastel, mixed 
media and relief painting. I have had two 
solo exhibitions. | am a member of the art 
association Fortuna. I participated in the pe 5 
four art colony Petrinjska ljeto and par- Dragonfly” - mixed media 
ticipated in four group exhibitions. E 


Instagram 


Facebook 
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_ The Netherlands 


"Painting animals and capturing their Light is my soul mission, 
spreading love from the heart. My purpose is to reconnect people to 
their divine love in their heart, opening them up to the beauty of the 
animal kingdom. I call it Healing Art. I learned that the energy of a 
painting can actually guide you. Also with pet portraits which are often 
experienced as a portal of healing love. I feel grateful to be able to 
share my gifts with the world." 

Marjolein Kruijt was born in 1976 in The Netherlands in Mij- 
drecht. She specializes in painting the magical realm of animals and 
nature. She completed two (royal) art academies and has been work- 
ing full-time in her studio for 24 years. Marjolein is (internationally) 
known for her two successful books on animal painting and more re- 
cently did two oracle card decks for HayHouse with Diana Cooper. 
Several times she featured on national TV and exhibits worldwide in 
galleries and museums. 

Marjoleins spiritual growth, praticing crystalline healing and ani- 
mal communication reflects simultaneously in her art. Deepening her 
inspiration and connection with her subjects. Her career exist from 
spiritual animal artwork and Unicorn illustrations, wild & domestic 
animal paintings and pet portraits. The latter done in commission 
from combined reference photo’s and attunement to the character of 
the pet. She paints in oil and pastel, also mixed mediums, though oil 
paint is her favorite. 

Marjolein lives her passion for nature and animals from childhood. 
Portraiting them has always been 
a part of her life. Painting en plein 
air on her travels and in zoo’s. 
Working from the heart gives 
depth to all her artwork, believing 
that each painting has to start and 
grow from inspiration. Inspired by 
meeting animals she creates ‘sto- 
ries’ around them. Her more vi- 
sionary art is designed via medita- 
tion and attunement. Sharing the 
stories of the animal kingdom. Hi 


& 


SOUL PURPOSE 


“Royal Borzoi” - Oil painting 
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Marjolein 
Kruijt 


Contact information 


Website 
www.marjoleinkruijt.com 
Webstore 
www.marjoleinkruijt.com/shop 
Instagram 


www.instagram.com/ 
marjoleinkruijt/ 


Facebook 


www.facebook.com/marjolein. 
kruijt/ 


Email 
info@marjoleinkruijt.com 


“Diesel” - Oil painting 


“Yellowstone Portal Wolves” 
- Oil painting 
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“Portal of Love Birds” 
- Oil painting 


“Emma Portrait” - Oil painting 


“Gift” - Oil painting 


“New World”- Oil painting 


“Aica Chihuahua” - Oil painting 


“Unicorn” - Oil painting 


“Metatron Moon”- Oil painting 
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Artist Showcase: 


New York, USA 


‘ee magazine j 


“Breath of Fire” - Watercolor on paper 


Ni “Beautiful Age” - Watercolor 
Watercolor Lanse s onpaper 


vetlana Lanse is a professional artist with a Master's 
degree in miniature painting. She was born in saint 
Petersburg Russia and now based in New York USA. 
She became proficient in botanical art by studying the work 
of Pierre Joseph Redouté and Maria Sibylla Merian and 
painting from real specimens in botanical gardens. By 
reproducing works of Dutch masters from the Golden Age 
of still life, she perfected her technique of realistic oil 
painting and elegant composition. 


“Rosehip” - Watercolor on paper 


Svetlana is a botanical art tutor and an internationally 
exhibited artist. She has served as a juror in several 
internationally renowned art competitions. Her work is “The Secret” - Watercolor on paper “Physalis” - Watercolor on paper 
included in the Dr. Shirley Sherwood Collection of 
Contemporary Botanical Art. 


"I'm not obsessed with flowers or fruit, it's just the art 
language I speak. Think of the Dutch masters whose 
compositions often contained several layers of meaning in 
them. I could say I paint portraits of plants, but my 
botanical models are free from prejudices of gender, age, or 
imposed standards of beauty, so that it is easier to convey 
the intended meaning. At the same time, their forms, created 
by nature, are so flexible and plastic, rich in color and 
texture. It's a magical moment when I get to that level of 
detail where realism becomes abstraction." I 


“Place in my Heart” - Watercolor “Tenderness” - Watercolor on paper 
on paper 
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“Relax” - Watercolor on paper 


“Autumn” - Watercolor on paper 


“Pleasure” - Watercolor on paper 
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“N j Nigeria 


Kenneth 
Ae Chay 


Kenneth Cjay is a self taught Visual Artist (Self-taught), Architect and an entre- 
preneur from Nigeria. Kenneth developed a passion for art from a young age. He 
studied Architecture & graduated from Kaduna polytechnic in Nigeria. He also 
acquired a diploma in business intelligence and knowledge management systems 
and also in Art management. 

As a child he love to draw and scribble on anything, but as he grew older even 
before graduating from high school, his interest for drawing died off. 

One day he felt the need to go for a church program, and this was where he 
found back his passion for art through fellowship with God in the church during 
a career orientation. 

Kenneth draws inspiration from his personal experiences and issues happening 
in the world, His art is a powerful medium for conveying essential messages 
about racial inequality, the lack of economy system in Africa to support the 
dreams of individuals, the potentials & gift of African men, and the economic 
challenges of overcoming globalization crises. His work serves as a platform for 
initiating vital conversations about these pressing issues. The self-taught artist 
developed his photorealistic style by employing what he calls the three Ps: pa- 
tience, practice, and persistence. He is known for his hyper realistic charcoal & 
pastel portraits of human subjects that embody the complex emotions associated 
with Life experience. 

Kenneth is now working in a genre of Art known as Hyper-Realism. He creates 
handmade realistic portraits on paper using charcoal and pastel color. When an 
idea surfaces he try’s to convey his idea through a model of choice. He photo- 
graphs his muse, and uses the photo as a guide and reference for his final creation. 

He loves to create something that can give different emotions to different peo- 
ple. Love how people see what he does so differently. He is fascinated by hu- 
mans, flowers, colors, different cultures, life experiences and so much more. Hi 


Awards: 
The World Art Award 2023 
American Award of Art 2022 
in the United States for outstanding Visual Art representation. 


Exhibits 
AMERICAN ART AWARDS GALLERY 
, USA Sept 20th — 15th October 2022. 
ZAMAN TARE 
Living together, group exhibition Kaduna state Nig Sept 20th — 23rd 2021, 
NORTH THIS TIME 
group exhibition Kaduna state Nig December 28 — 31th 2022 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE 

group exhibition Kaduna state Nig October 27th — 29th 2023 
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Kenneth 
Cjay 
Pastel & 
Charcoal 


Contact information 


Website 


kencjay52.wixsite.com/ 
kennethcjay 


Facebook 


www.facebook.com/01CjaysArt 


Instagram: 


www.instagram.com/cjays_art/ 


Twitter 
twitter.com/CjaysArt?s=08 


E-mail: 
cjaysart01@gmail.com 


“Where Hope is Found” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 


“If they Only Knew” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 
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Kenneth Cjay 


“I love to create. It’s what I was 
meant to do. It’s my therapy. I 
pour my heart and soul to every 
single piece of my creation.” 


KENNETH CJAY 


- Charcoal & Graphite 


“Defense and Emotion” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 


“Men Don’t Cry” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 


“Welcome to Reality 1” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 


“Social Warfare” 
- Charcoal & Graphite 


“Welcome to Reality 2” 
- Charcoal & Pastel 
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SEALING YOUR 
PAINTINGS. 


Why should we seal paintings? 


There are several reasons why we want to seal 
paintings after they are completely dry. The obvious 
reason is to protect them. Sealing paintings usually 
involves putting in a top coat of some sort that helps 
protect the surface paint from the elements. Moisture 
and microbes can cause mold to appear on paintings, 
particularly oil. A hard surface topcoat keeps out 
moisture, humidity, heat and to some extent harmful UV 
sunlight that can cause your paint to fade, dry out and 
even crack and become brittle. Watercolours and 
Gouache can be reactivated with water so a clear coat 
will prevent that. Pastels can become smeared without a 
clear-coat. Also adding a sealer to your paintings will 
increase the life of your paintings. An advantage of 
sealers is that with so many types of finish you can coat 
your paintings with a matte, satin or gloss finish to 
achieve the final look your going for. Plus you can 
create an even sheen over the whole painting to break 
up the inconsistencies on the surface. 


Acrylic Paintings. 

Acrylic paintings need the least amount of protection 
since they are in essence hardened plastic on canvas. 
Nevertheless using acrylic sealers can help fill tiny holes 
and crevasses and prevent dirt build up. Sealers will 
protect from UV exposure and make 
your colors last longer. Varnish is the 
most popular sealant for Acrylic and 
a good spray varnish should do the 
trick. Varnish also creates a deeper 
richer vibrancy to the colors. If you 
want to add a golden hue to your 
paintings and give it a glazed look 
like the old masters you can coat it 
with amber shellac which provides a 
hard transparent coating of protecting 
while adding a yellow-orange hue to 
the painting. If you really want ultimate protection and 
this is used a lot with Acrylic pours you can coat the 
whole canvas in resin. It is more expensive and only gives 
ita glass like finish but if this is what you want, it is a 
great option. 


Oil paintings 

Sealing an oil paint is important to protect it from 
dust, dirt and moisture, Varnish is the best sealer for oil 
paintings. It can be sprayed on or brushed and it comes 
in any finishes from matte to high gloss and everything 
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in between, After it is dry, you should use a soft bristly 
brush and loosen and particles and debris from the 
painting and wipe all dust from the surface, You should 
brush on the Varnish with a clean brush and apply an 
even coat. You should probably add 2 or three coats 
when dry. Do not apply too much pressure when using a 
brush as it can cause bubbles or streaks. Streaks and 
brush work are often desirable in oil paintings as it 
often gives the look of authenticity to a painting, but 
some artists do not like the streaks of a brushstroke, so 
opt for a spray varnish to eliminate these brushed on 
varnish streaks. 


Sealing Pastel and Charcoal Drawings. 


To keep pastel and charcoal drawings from 
smudging and protect it, most artists use a fixative 
spray. Fixative is a stabilising or preservative agent in a 
liquid spray that coats the surface and holds the pigment 
in place. This fixes and bonds the powder to the surface 
thus the term, fixative. Fixative 
has the drawback of darkening 
images. If the first coat looks 
fine, more coats should not 
increase the color value. There 
are a variety of fixatives you can 
use depending on the paper that 
is used. Some is like a varnish 
and some are water-soluble and 
many have various finishes and 
sheens. Archival varnish sprays 
can be used. 


Precautions when Sealing Art! 


You should work in a well ventilated room as 
many sealants contain harmful chemicals and may 
cause dizziness and health concerns. You should use 
a mask and gloves when spraying or applying 
varnishes and sealants. 


Alternative Sealants: 


Cold wax is a great alternative if you want only 
a slight sheen to your painting. It can be applied 
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to different media without the odor and dry time 
of varnish, 

Modge Podge is an optional coating over art and can 
be applied as a matte or gloss finish. It is a PVC glue 
that is not a chemical coating like other sealants, but a 
plastic protective barrier. 

Shellac, as mentioned before, is a great option for oil 
and acrylic. Shellac is a natural resin made from a lac 
bug that comes from India or Thailand. It is mostly 
used as a wood finish but can also be used as an oil or 
Acrylic sealant. 

Hairspray is a cheaper alternative to fixative which is 
archival and will help charcoal and pastel adhere to the 
paper, It is however not usually recommended because 
it can yellow over time. Hairspray can contain shellac 
however to help protect and seal art work. 

Water-Based Helmsman Spar Urethane.- This 
product is self leveling and does not yellow like 
other finishes. 


Your artwork is worth protecting and preserving and 
it certainly is worth the time and money to invest in 
sealing your work for yourself, your clients and your 
posterity. We often can’t wait to finish a painting or 
drawing but the little time and effort it takes to seal that 
work will make the biggest difference in the long run. 
As a woodworker does not think of the work being done 
until he applies his finish, so the artist must think the 
same of his artwork. ij 


1# We are Family owned! 


+ We support artists at all 
stages of their artistic journey. 
+ We are the largest and oldest provider 
of art supplies in the United States. 
Se © We carry Art lies for hol 
adai a e 
5 «We have the best art supplies 
ha at the lowest prices 
e In 2023 - We were voted #1 for Best Online 
Shops and Best Customer Service for Arts & 
rafts for the fourth consecutive year. 


anf 


www.dickblick.com @ tel:+(800) 828-4548 
Lc n et 


On 


VISIT OUR NEW 
ONLINE STORE! 


Every month we put an art 
related quote on the last 
page of the magazine. Now 
we have made these 5X7 
framed quotes available for 
your shelf or wall. 


Support this work and enjoy 
your coffee or tea with our 
new The Art Gallery 


This special mug is for our 
showcased artists. It is 
customized with your 
picture and issue cover 
A from the magazine! Promote 
us as we promote you! 
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1 Arizona, USA 
Maria 
Varga- Hansens 


Varga-Hansen 
Watercolor, Oil 


My name is Maria Varga-Hansen, a.k.a. VargaMari. I 
was born in Hungary and lived there, and in Austria from 
1988 - 2008. 

In 2009 I moved to the USA, married (to John Hansen, a.k.a. 
Wiscojaydub, who is an excellent digital artist), and have been 
living and working in Racine, Wisconsin. 

Since June 2015 we had moved to Arizona and became 
permanent residents in Sun City. In 2019 I got the Ameri- 
can Citizenship. 

My life is all about art: first as an actress, then textile-de- 
signer and hand-weaver, and the last 32 years as a self-taught 
fine art painter, working by different mediums such as water- 
color, oil, pastel, ink and, last but not least, my favorite 
medium: encaustic. 

I had several exhibitions in Europe, and my works are in 
different private collections, also in Canada. 

I held painting classes for thousands of children in Austria 
and also for adults, in watercolor and in encaustic. I offer 
http://vargamari.wixsite.com, classes in the USA as well. 
art-of-vargamari Only some words about my artistic concept: 
I want to express myself, my love, my dreams, my life-experi- 

Facebook ence through all of my works and showing something positive 
to the viewer. I think there is enough trouble and "dark 
things" in everybody's life. The duty of an artist is to lead the 
viewer away from all of them, giving some hope, but trying 
not to be too “sweet”! I try to keep my very strong, critical 
view towards my own works, too. 

In my 34 years of painting experience, I went through all 
different learning phases. I'm always trying to develop my 
own style without joining any “isms”... 

I'm painting always a bit differently, leading by the medium 
and the theme, though in every way, I try to show something 
warm, human and positive. E 


Contact information 


Website 


https://www.facebook.com, 


vargamari/photos_albums 


Email 
vargamari@live.com 


32 / November 2023 


The Art Gallery e-mag Ow, 


Maria Varga-Hansen 


“I'm always trying to develop my own style 
without joining any “isms” 


Aes ed aN AE 
“Beauty in the Deepness” - watercolor 


4 “Fragments of My Childhood” “Sad Selfie” 
‘Beauty Inside Out” - watercolor men z of My Ch > Tan See” 
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“Every child ia an artist. 
The problem ia kow ta remain 
an catia once we grow up.” 


Pablo Picasso 
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